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is brought to you by the  

Forestry Commission and the  
New Forest National Park Authority.



  Ponies, donkeys, 
cattle & pigs

There is plenty of natural food for the 
grazing animals so please don’t feed them. 
It’s against the byelaws and human food 
can harm them.  Some hand-fed ponies 
become aggressive with people who, quite 
rightly, keep their picnics to themselves. 
Even stroking ponies is dangerous - they 
may look friendly but they can bite and 
kick, especially mares with foals.

 Dogs
The New Forest is great for dogs but to 
minimise disturbance to wildlife, livestock 
and other people, please keep your dogs 
close by you and visible at all times - if 
necessary use a lead.  Pick up after your 
dog, especially around car parks, on 
paths and where people play or picnic.

 Birds
To help ground nesting birds rear their 
young safely, keep yourself, dogs and 
ridden horses on the main tracks from the 
beginning of March to the end of July.

 Litter
Your food and litter could harm the 
ponies and donkeys. Please take 
your litter home if bins are full.

 Barbeques
Disposable BBQs are welcome at 
Bolderwood, Blackwater and Wilverley 
where stands and water are available. 
Raised non-disposable BBQs are allowed 
on the hard-standing areas of our car 
parks, providing water is available. Fixed 
stand party sized BBQs are available to 
hire, please call 0300 067 4601. Also, a 
barbecue site is available for hire at Lepe 
Country Park provided by Hampshire 
County Council (please book in advance 
023 8089 9108 or www.hants.gov.
uk/lepe). Because uncontrolled forest 
fires are a great threat, campfires are 
not allowed in the New Forest without 
the permission of the landowner.

 Cycling
Do enjoy the extensive network of off-road 
routes, but keep to the waymarked tracks 
and other designated routes. When 
approaching people and animals call out 
a warning and pass slowly and wide. Try 
to leave gaps for overtaking vehicles and 
never ride more than two abreast. Keep 
to a safe speed, wear bright colours to be 
visible and always use lights in the dark.

 Fungi
The New Forest is a Site of Special 
Scientific Interest with over two thousand 
varieties of fungi, many of which are rare 
and internationally-important species. 
We appeal to people to look, but don’t 
pick. Commercial harvesting is not 
permitted and foray leaders must obtain 
a licence. We’re reviewing the guidelines 
on picking for personal consumption. 
New restrictions will be trialled to lessen 
the impacts on this very special habitat, 
visit forestry.gov.uk/newforest or call 
0300 067 4601 for the latest details.

 Camping
There are ten campsites in the New Forest, 
run by Camping in the Forest, as well as 
a number of private sites. Please note 
that camping in the wild and overnight 
parking is not allowed in the New Forest.

 Horse riding
Seeing the Forest from the back of a 
horse is an excellent way to explore 
the area. Horse riders have open 
access to the New Forest, but please 
use tracks when the ground is wet.

  Ticks &  
Lyme disease

Ticks are small creatures related to spiders, 
they can be found in the wooded and 
grassy areas throughout the UK. They are 
most active from April to October. Ticks bite 
to attach to the skin and start to feed on 
the blood. Make sure you check for ticks at 
the end of your visit to the Forest, because 
they can transmit bacteria that cause 
diseases, such as Lyme disease. Inspect 
your skin for ticks, especially areas such as 
your arm pits, the back of your knees and 
hair lines, and remove any ticks as soon 
as possible. Try and wear light-coloured 
clothing, so ticks are easier to spot, and use 
insect repellents. Also, avoid long grass and 
stick to the footpaths when out walking.

 Driving
The speed limits on unfenced roads greatly 
reduce the number of accidents involving 
animals. Slow down and give walkers, 
cyclists, horse-riders and animals a wide 
berth. Be especially careful at night.

 Parking
Please park only in designated car parks, 
not on a verge or in gateways. Lock your 
car, taking any valuables with you and leave 
Forestry Commission car parks by dusk.

How to enjoy and care for the 
New Forest National Park.
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The New Forest National Park is a world-class 
landscape of spectacular beauty, rare 
wildlife and ancient traditions - thanks to a 
range of organisations working together.

The Forestry Commission manages 
nearly half of the area, including much of 
the best-known open land and forestry 
plantations, on behalf of the Secretary of State 
for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs.

Other significant landowners include the 
National Trust, Hampshire County Council, 
the Hampshire and Isle of Wight Wildlife 
Trust and private estates and landowners.

The National Park Authority has overall 
responsibility for ensuring that the area is 
safeguarded for people to enjoy now and 
in the future. It does this through its role 
as the planning authority, through funding 
and grants, delivering projects, producing 
policy and championing forest issues. 

Whatever your reason for visiting, the New 
Forest offers a wealth of places and activities 
to experience all year round. Whether you 
fancy an active day or just want to while 
away a few peaceful hours enjoying its 
beauty, a visit is one forever remembered.

to the New Forest

12 things to spot 
during the year

Find out more at  
newforestnpa.gov.uk/aboutus. 

 @newforestnpa 

 NewForestNationalParkAuthority

There is always something to see in the  
New Forest, whether your visit is on a warm 
summer’s day or in the fading light of a crisp 
winter’s afternoon. 

Explore the ground beneath your feet, look up 
into the tree canopy or across the heathland of 
the open forest – if you look carefully enough, 
you should be able to enjoy some of the sights 
on this page!

New Forest foal Wood-sorrel

Pearl-bordered 
fritillary butterfly Fallow deer

Heath spotted 
orchid  

Dragonfly BluebellGrass snakeAcorns

Fungi Holly berries Buzzard

Slow down  
and be  
careful

Designed 

by animals
The New Forest National Park covers over 
200 square miles. About one-third of this is 
known as the Open Forest – the woodland, 
heath, boggy area and grassland where 
commoners’ animals graze.

You may find five kinds of 
animals roaming free: ponies, 
cattle, donkeys, sheep and pigs.

The Open Forest looks like it 
does because their eating and 
trampling keep the habitats in 
good condition. Although they 
don’t do it on purpose, it’s as 
though they’re designing the 
Forest like an architect designing 
a house or shopping centre.

There are about 700 
commoners who own the 
animals which roam free – each 
commoner owns or rents land 
which gives them the right to let 
their animals graze the Forest. 
The animals are not used to 

humans so it’s best to look but 
don’t touch.

You can tell who owns the 
ponies as each commoner has a 
brand, often inherited from their 
family, which you can see on the 
pony’s hip, shoulder or saddle.

Each pony tends to stay in one 
area, which we call a haunt. 
Here it finds all the natural 
food it needs. Giving ponies 
or donkeys human food is not 
good for them and feeding the 
animals by hand encourages 
them to develop bad habits. 
They pester people for food and 
some even bite or kick if they 
don’t get it!

As part of its Love the Forest 
campaign, local conservation 
charity, the New Forest 
Trust is asking couples 
getting married in the New 
Forest for their support.
Donations to Love the Forest support the 
protection and improvement of the unique 
New Forest landscape, flora and fauna 
and the traditional forest way of life.

Couples can support Love the Forest by asking 
their wedding guests to make donations via the 
charity’s giving pages, instead of – or as well, 
traditional wedding gifts – and they can also 
buy Love the Forest branded wedding favours.

More information can be found at  
newforesttrust.org.uk/weddings 

New Forest Animal 
Emergency Hotlines

IT’S THE LAW: 
Report all accidents 

involving a pony, cow, 
donkey, dog, pig or 

sheep to the Police as 
soon as possible, and 

within 24 hours.  

forest
Caring

for the
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See the best of the forest
Discover more of the New Forest National Park – and make a real day of it. 

Ride open-top through the tree tops on the New Forest Tour, head to the seaside on 

the Beach Bus, or meet the friendly Travel Concierge for tips on the best places to go. 

Meet the Travel 
Concierge 
Stuck for ideas about what to see and 
do in the National Park? Then ask the 
New Forest Travel Concierge.

Based mainly at Brockenhurst rail station, the 
friendly Travel Concierge runs a pedal powered 
mobile unit full of information on car-free 
experiences and the best places to visit. 

Stop by and say hello from  
25 June to 11 September.

Find out more at  
newforestnpa.gov.uk/travel_concierge

 @newforesttravel  

 /newforesttravel

TIMBER!

The working forest

Open forest

These habitats are not natural, but 
result from thousands of years of man’s 
intervention and management. Created 
by the clearance of woodland during 
the bronze Age, these habitats have 
been sustained by grazing, burning 
and the gathering of bracken, heather 
and turves by many generations. Today, 
the Forestry Commission undertakes 
many of these traditional activities to 
secure the future of the heathland. 
Work includes controlled burning, gorse 

cutting and bracken harvesting as well 
as ongoing bridge maintenance, valley 
mire restoration and invasive species 
removal, such as rhododendron.

Gorse and heather are managed through 
a programme of controlled burning and 
cutting, from November through to March. 
This practice encourages new growth 
benefiting a variety of flora and fauna 
and providing food for commoning stock. 
It also creates a mosaic of different aged 
habitats and forms effective fire breaks.

The open forest covers two thirds of the New Forest 
Crown lands and is made up of a variety of habitats 
including forest lawns, valley mires, heathland 
and Ancient and Ornamental woodlands. 

Timber production is now centred on 
the nearly 9,000 hectares, which are 
enclosed from grazing animals. These 
woodlands produce about 50,000m3 
of timber each year. Although timber 
is an important economic output, the 
approach of the Forestry Commission is 
multi-purpose forestry. Other values of the 
inclosures are being managed alongside 
timber production – conservation and 
recreation having high priorities.

Every forest operation is carefully 
planned with foresters consulting with 

the local keepers (wildlife rangers) and 
recreation rangers on any conservation 
and access issues. For example, work 
is planned to avoid disturbance to a 
raptor nest site or major disruption to 
a cycle route in busy holiday periods.

Timber operations are potentially 
dangerous and visitor safety is crucially 
important to us. Therefore, we display 
warning signs and diversions where 
necessary and ask everybody to 
take notice of these, to avoid danger 
to themselves and our workers.

The forestry industry in the New Forest dates back to 
the first inclosure in 1483. The timber produced in the 
forest was of national value throughout the subsequent 
centuries in shipbuilding for the Royal Navy.

Where to stay

For more information 

on where to stay, what 

to see and do in the 

New Forest visit www.

thenewforest.co.uk 

 @mynewforest 

 /mynewforest

Mouthwatering cakes, traditional hearty pies, 
carefully-reared meat and traditional New 
Forest crafts – you will find all this and more 
under the banner of the New Forest Marque.
Nestled among the ancient woodlands 
and smallholdings, you will find a 
wealth of local producers who are 
passionate about their products.

Buying a Marque product means 
you know you are getting authentic 

New Forest fare. Look out for the 
blue symbol when visiting, eating 
or buying a gift in the Forest. 

Visit newforestmarque.co.uk  

 @NewForestMarque 

 new-forest-marque

Food that hits  
the Marque

Ride the Beach Bus
Hop on the Beach Bus to discover the hidden 
gems of the coast and countryside this summer. 
Make the most of the coast and head to Lepe 
Country Park, where there’s a beach more than 
a mile long, pine fringed cliffs and sweeping 
views of the Solent and Isle of Wight. 

The Beach Bus runs from Hythe Ferry to the 
seaside market town of Lymington, stopping at 
popular attractions such as Exbury Gardens, 
Beaulieu National Motor Museum and Buckler’s 
Hard. You can also enjoy great discounts with 
your ticket, including a free ice cream at Lepe.

Buy your Beach Bus ticket at Hythe Ferry in 
Southampton and cruise across to Hythe to join 
the Beach Bus.

The Beach Bus runs hourly seven days a week 
from 23 July to 29 August  (see map on centre 
pages for route).

Find out more at thebeachbus.info

 @ridethebeachbus  

 /ridethebeachbus

Explore more on the 
New Forest Tour
The New Forest Tour is the perfect way 
for visitors to see more, explore more and 
enjoy more of the New Forest National Park 
and enjoy views of free roaming ponies, 
ancient forests and picturesque villages.

There are three scenic routes to choose 
from – red, green and blue – and you can 
hop on and off where you like and switch 
routes – all on the same ticket. You can even 
bring your bikes (carried free) and listen to 
audio commentary that brings the history 
and characters of the New Forest to life. 

You can also enjoy a free ferry ride from 
Southampton to Hythe, as well as great 
discounts at attractions like Exbury 
Gardens, New Forest Wildlife Park and 
Beaulieu National Motor Museum.

The Tour runs hourly seven days a week 
from 25 June to 11 September  (see 
map on centre pages for routes). 

For more information and online 
discounts visit thenewforesttour.info

 @NewForestTour  

 /NewForestTour
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Cycling

For more adventurous cyclists, 
there are purpose-built mountain 
bike skills circuits at Moors 
Valley Country Park, Ringwood. 
Here you will find a network 
of forest road graded trails, 
as well as blue graded single 
track. A cycle map is available 
from the visitor centre onsite. 

Adventure 
Cycling

 
 

Getting around

New Forest  
Walking Festival 2016
15 to 30 October

Led by the New Forest 
National Park Authority and 
partner organisations, the 
Walking Festival includes 
many of the area’s best 
walks. It’s the perfect 
opportunity to discover 
more about the National 
Park, with guidance from 
friendly and knowledgeable 
walk leaders to help 
walkers of all ages unlock 
the secrets of the Forest.

Many of the guided walks 
are accessible by public 
transport, and some  
walks are free or  
discounted if you arrive by 
bus, train, bike or on foot. 

To find out more and 
book your place visit 
newforestnpa.gov.
uk/walkingfestival.

The autumn is a splendid time of year 
for a walk around the National Park, 
with fiery foliage providing the perfect 
backdrop for exploring the gentle, 
flat landscape of the New Forest.

Explore the National Park  
on two wheels, with more  
than 100 miles of waymarked 
family friendly cycle routes,  
much of it off the public  
highway and traffic free.  
For the more adventurous, 
mountain biking and skills  
areas are offered in our  
forests and woodlands  
in neighbouring Dorset.
The network is easily accessible from 
railway stations at Ashurst, Brockenhurst 
and Sway and links the main New 
Forest villages. View newforestnpa.
gov.uk/routes for all the best trails.

we've got the trails, 
are you ready to ride?

The New Forest is a working 
forest, with forestry, farming and 
equestrian activity on its narrow 
roads and tracks. Ponies, cattle 
and other animals are free to roam 
the Forest and most of its roads.  
Be aware that animals are 
easily startled and may 
suddenly move into your path.

Off road cycling is permitted 
only on certain routes. Please 
take a look at our cycling routes 
for more information on this.

Please follow both the Highway 
Code and this New Forest Cycling 
Code which is supported by cycling 
groups and local organisations.

If you are cycling in an 
organised event, follow the 
additional instructions to 
minimise your impact.

  Be considerate
•  Ride positively and well clear 

of uneven road edges but 
with consideration for other 
road-users. Leave gaps for 
overtaking vehicles, move 
into single file when safe 
to do so and never ride 
more than two abreast.

•  Off road, cycle only on the 
waymarked network of Forestry 
Commission tracks, bridleways, 
byways, restricted byways 
and designated routes.

•  Use this map to plan your route, 
check for route closures, and try 
to be off Forest tracks by sunset.

•  Be polite to other cyclists, 
motorists, pedestrians 
and residents.

•  When passing people and 
animals, use your bell or call 
out a warning and allow them 
plenty of room. Be prepared 
to stop if necessary.

•  Do not drop litter or feed the 
animals; human food and 
litter are a danger to them.

•  Close gates behind you so 
the animals don’t stray.

•  Respect the quiet of the Forest.

  Be safe 
•  Pass animals slowly and 

to one side if possible.

•  Take extra care near horse riders; 
a kick or fall from a horse could 
be fatal. Be prepared to stop. 
Use your bell or call out a friendly 
warning well in advance. When it 
is safe, pass wide and at walking 
pace, to one side only. Look out 
for any reaction from the horse.

•  Keep to a safe speed, on and 
off road, particularly on narrow 
lanes, steep hills and bends. 
Look out for pot holes, poor 
surfaces and cattle grids.

•  Look out for and obey 
safety signs. 

•  Do not pass large vehicles 
and trailers until you know 
it is safe to do so.

•  Ensure you are visible by 
wearing bright or reflective 
clothing. Use lights after dark 
and in poor daytime visibility.

•  Avoid the use of earphones 
whilst cycling.

Follow the New Forest Cycle Code!

 

 

Please follow both the Highway Code and this New Forest Cycling Code which is supported by cycling groups and local organisations.Be considerate
• Ride positively and well clear of uneven road edges but with consideration for other road-users. To allow vehicles to overtake safely, leave gaps for them to pull into and move into single file when necessary and safe to do so. Never ride more than two abreast.• Off road, cycle only on the waymarked network of Forestry Commission tracks, bridleways, byways, restricted byways and designated routes.• Use this map to plan your route, check the Forestry Commission website for route closures, and try to be off Forest tracks by sunset.• Be polite to other cyclists, motorists, pedestrians and residents.• When passing people and animals, use your bell or call out a  warning and allow them plenty of room. Be prepared to stop if necessary.

• Do not drop litter or feed the animals; human food and litter are a danger to them.
• Close gates behind you so the animals don’t stray• Respect the quiet of the Forest.
Be safe
• Pass animals slowly and to one side if possible.• Take extra care near horse riders; a kick or fall from a horse could  be fatal. Be prepared to stop. Use your bell or call out a friendly warning well in advance. When it is safe, pass wide and at walking pace, to one side only. Look out for any reaction from the horse.• Keep to a safe speed, on and off road, particularly on narrow lanes, steep hills and bends. Look out for pot holes, poor surfaces and  cattle grids.

• Look out for and obey safety signs. Do not pass large vehicles and trailers until you know it is safe to do so.• Ensure you are visible by wearing bright or reflective clothing.  Use lights after dark and in poor daytime visibility.• Avoid the use of earphones.

Follow the Forest Cycle Code

Come and explore the New Forest on two wheels...Exploring by bike is the ideal way to discover the magnificent beauty and fascinating wildlife that can easily be missed by car. The off-road and road-based New Forest cycle 
network offers something for all the family to enjoy.
The Forestry Commission provides over 100 miles 
of off-road waymarked cycle routes. Most of these 
routes are particularly suited to families with children 
and can also be used by people on mobility scooters. 
The routes are marked on the ground with wooden 
posts, each numbered. Some of these are shown 
on the map to help you to find your way around. 
These marker posts also display an Ordnance Survey 
grid reference.
This map brings together these managed routes with 
all similar networks in the New Forest National Park 
and links to the surrounding area.The New Forest is a beautiful, tranquil and environmentally sensitive place enjoyed by local 

residents and visitors alike. Mutual respect and 
courtesy are essential to enable those with different 
interests to enjoy the Forest together.This is a working forest, with forestry, farming and 

equestrian activity on its narrow roads and tracks. 
Ponies, cattle and other animals are free to roam 
the Forest and most of its roads. Be aware that 
animals are easily startled and may suddenly move 
into your path.
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‘Great for beginners’

Hawkhill InclosureOff Road Cycle Trail 
14.8km / 9.2m

Hawkhill  Inclosure  car park

Brockenhurst

296

1 From Hawkill Inclosure car park retrace concrete path to 

B3055 and cross to cycle track opposite.

2 At ‘T’ junction turn right.
3 Turn right and follow gravel cycle track.

4 Bear left at car park and continue on track towards Roundhill 

campsite & take tarmac road straight on. Note water tower on 

your right.5 Continue through site towards reception & B3055. Cross 

B3055 to forest track opposite.

6 Continue down hill over crossing in track through gate at 

Copse Cottage towards and over railway bridge.

7 Through gate at Stubby Copse Inclosure and continue on 

gravel tracks.8 On reaching tarmac road turn right at ‘T’ junction.

9 Continue straight on following main track towards railway.

10 Cross railway on bridge and take next left signed ‘Beaulieu’.

11 Turn right at junction in track signed ‘Beaulieu’.

12 At major gravel crossroad turn left and follow cycle 

track sign.13 Turn right at next junction.
14 At gate adjacent B3055 retrace path back to car park.

Emergency Information

In an emergency dial 999

Accident and Emergency 

departments at Southampton,  

Bournemouth and 

Salisbury hospitals.

Forestry Commission 24hr 

call centre:  
0300 067 4600

Moors Valley Country Park 

has a network of forest 

road graded trails, as well 

as a singletrack, ‘Through 

the Forest’. A cycle map is 

available from the Visitor 

Centre on site.
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Looking for the best cycle routes in the New Forest? 

Then hire a bike with a free sat nav to guide you.

The New Forest National Park Authority has teamed up with Garmin and 

local bike hire companies to provide cyclists with free hire of GPS devices 

to help them find their way around and enjoy the National Park.

The Garmin Edge Touring devices are simple to use and come loaded 

with a range of easy to follow, family-friendly cycle routes. They are 

available free of charge with bikes hired at outlets around the New Forest.

You can find more about the service at 
www.newforestnpa.gov.uk/cyclenav

Garmin sat navs are free to hire at the following cycle hire shops:

CyclexperienceStation Car Park, Brockenhurst, SO42 7RR / 

Tel: 01590 624204 www.cyclex.co.ukHoburne BashleySway Road, New Milton, BH25 5QR / 
Tel: 07512 780890www.hoburne.com/park-details/hoburne-bashley

New Forest Activities Booking Centre
The Old Forge, Beaulieu, SO42 7YA / 
Tel: 01590 612377www.newforestactivities.co.ukSandy Balls Cycle Centre

Godshill, Fordingbridge, SP6 2JZ / Tel: 01425 

657707
www.sandyballs.co.uk/cycle-centreTrax Bike Hire (mobile delivery service)

Tel: 01425 618562 or 07850 043259
www.bikehirenewforest.co.ukNew Forest Family Cycling is supported by

 
Other local cycle hire options:AA Cycle Hire (New Forest)

Fernglen, Gosport Lane, Lyndhurst, SO43 7BL / Tel: 023 8028 3349 

www.aabikehirenewforest.co.ukForest Leisure CyclingVillage Centre, Burley, BH24 4AB / Tel: 01425 403584 

www.forestleisurecycling.co.ukMoors Valley Cycle HireHorton Road, Ashley Heath, Ringwood, BH24 2ET / Tel: 01425 470721 

www.moors-valley.co.uk/planning-your-visit/cycle-hire

For more adventurous cyclists, there are 

purpose built mountain bike skills circuits 

at Watchmoor Bike Park near Moors Valley 

Country Park, designed by down-hillers, 

or UK BikePark near Blandford with its 

technical tracks capable of testing even the 

finest riders! Avon Tyrrell Outdoor Activity 

Centre in the New Forest has technical 

routes, pump and gravity tracks and a 

northshore experience.
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cycling in the New Forest

©
 F

or
es

try
 C

om
m

is
si

on
 2

01
5 

Thousands of cyclists use the New Forest 
responsibly. Please be considerate to all 
other users at all times.
If you need this publication in large print 
or in another language please contact the 
Diversity Team.  
Phone 0300 067 5046
Email diversity@forestry.gsi.gov.uk

Find out more on our websites: 
forestry.gov.uk/newforest

newforestnpa.gov.uk

Cycle Hire with Free Sat Nav

Pick 

me up 

for £1
Cycle 
Map

Grab a cycle trail map before 
heading out on your adventure. 
It shows both off-road and 
road-based cycle networks 
across the New Forest, plus 
details of bike hire outlets.

Available to pick up at outlets across 
the New Forest National Park, 
including Local Information Points 
and Visitor Information Centres 
(see map on centre pages).
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Where will you 
explore today? 

Follow our 
waymarked 
walks and trails
The following trails are marked on 
the ground by wooden marker posts 
with coloured bands. An overview 
map of each route is displayed at the 
start point in the car park. All routes 
are circular and will bring you back 
to your starting point. Numbers refer 
to map locations on centre pages. 

  From Bolderwood car park:

Deer Watch Trail
0.75km/0.5 miles

A short stroll leading you to a deer 
viewing platform overlooking fields where 
wild herds of fallow deer are regularly 
seen. The path is a moderately smooth 
gravelled surface with gentle slopes 
and benches along the way. The trail is 
accessed by a gate which has a low catch.

Jubilee Grove Trail
1.5km/1 mile

Including the deer fields, this meandering 
route leads you past some majestic trees, 
the oldest of which date back to 1860. 
Benches from which to admire their beauty 
can be found along the way. The path is 
a moderately smooth gravelled surface 
with two short but fairly steep slopes 
and frequent resting places. The trail is 
accessed via a gate which has a low catch.

Radnor Trail
3km/2 miles

A longer route which takes you into the 
heart of the forest and across the Bratley 
Water stream. Benches are located 
along the trail. The path is a moderately 
smooth gravelled surface with two short 
but fairly steep slopes and frequent 
resting places. The trail is accessed 
via a gate which has a low catch.

  From Blackwater or 
Brockhill car parks:

Tall Trees Trail
2.5km/1.5 miles

Follow the marker posts and you will 
be guided on a shady path beneath 
mighty Douglas firs and redwoods that 
were planted during the reign of Queen 
Victoria. The path has a fairly smooth 
gravelled surface. The trail is flat with 
frequent resting places and no gates.

Blackwater Arboretum Trail

0.75km/0.5 miles

A circular route which leads you past 
tree species from around the world. 
By following instructions on the unique 
panels you can use your senses to 
discover the secrets that these trees hold. 
Benches are located along the walk. 
The path has a fairly smooth gravelled 
surface with one very gentle slope.

  Whitefield Moor or Puttles 
Bridge car parks

Ober Water Trails
1.5km/1 mile (red trail)

2.5km/1.5miles (yellow trail)

Two circular routes follow the Ober 
Water midway between its source 
and the sea. Close to this meandering 
stream is the open grassy expanse 
of Whitefield Moor. The paths are 
moderately smooth gravelled surfaces 
and compacted grassy ground with some 
gentle slopes and few resting places. 
Can be muddy after wet weather.

 Reptile Centre car park

Reptile Trail (closed Oct-March)
2km/1.5 miles

Enjoy a circular walk through the 
woods. The trail mainly follows a fairly 
smooth gravelled surface although the 
final section is a grassy path that can 
become muddy during wet weather.

Please note that part of this 
trail is on a cycle route.

 Wilverley car parks

Wilverley Wander
4.2km/2.5 miles

A longer and more informal trail 
which winds through this diverse and 
working woodland. The paths are 
moderately smooth gravelled surfaces 
with some short, steep slopes.

Please note that part of this 
trail is on a cycle route.

 Knightwood Oak car park

Knightwood Oak
Less than 0.25 miles

A short stroll to one of the most famous 
trees in the New Forest. Believed to have 
been planted before 1600, this tree is still 
going strong and is a spectacular example 
of the ancient practice of pollarding. 
Benches are located throughout. The path 
has a fairly smooth gravelled surface.

Help keep the National Park clean
•  Pick up after your dog wherever 

you are, especially where people 
walk, play, park or picnic. 

•  Put bagged dog poo in a dog bin 
or litter bin, or take it home. 

Stay safe and keep dogs 
under effective control
•   Wherever you are in the New Forest, you 

must ensure that your dog does not chase 
or attack livestock, deer or any other wildlife. 
Keep your dog close to you and in sight 
at all times – if necessary use a lead.

•  Keep your dog to the main tracks when birds are 
nesting on the ground (usually March - July).

•  Throughout the year, prevent your dog 
from disturbing birds on the coast. 

•  Keep well away from any work taking 
place and observe warning signage.

•  Dogs must be under close control when on 
a public right of way (for example through 
farmland); keep them on the path and do not 
allow them to stray onto adjacent land.

Be considerate to other forest users
•  Keep your dog from jumping up at or 
approaching other people, especially children.

•  Keep dogs away from picnics, horse riders 
and cyclists, and prevent excessive barking.

•  Show respect for other dogs (especially 
timid ones); if an approaching dog is 
on a lead, put yours on a lead too.

•  Be especially careful to keep groups 
of dogs under effective control.

•  Consider moving aside to let other 
walkers, cyclists and horse riders past.

•  If you cannot reliably and quickly call your 
dog back to you and away from people or 
other dogs, please keep it on a lead.

Walk your dog 
responsibly
Enjoy a great time in the Forest with your 
dog, by following the New Forest Dog Code. 
Take these simple steps to make sure your 
dog is safe, well behaved and doesn’t leave 
any little surprises for other forest visitors.

Stroll through woods, heathland 
or along the coast in your 
own time following New 
Forest National Park trails. 

Print off maps or download the 
trails to your smartphone at 
newforestnpa.gov.uk/routes.

The trails include information on 
the length and duration of the 
walk, step-by-step instructions, 
as well as images and videos of 
some of the walk’s highlights.

Receive free routes leaflets when you 
sign up for the New Forest National 
Park Authority’s email newsletter.

Walk this way2

6

7

3

8

5

There are plenty of places  
to hire bikes before 
and during your stay. 

AA Bike Hire, Lyndhurst
aabikehirenewforest.co.uk  
023 8028 3349

Avon Tyrrell Activity Centre, Bransgore
avontyrrell.org.uk  
01425 615960

Country Lanes, Brockenhurst
countrylanes.co.uk  
01590 622627

Cyclexperience, Brockenhurst
newforestcyclehire.co.uk  
01590 624808

Forest Leisure Cycling, Burley
forestleisurecycling.co.uk  
01425 403584

New Forest Activities, Beaulieu
newforestactivities.co.uk  
01590 612377

Sandy Balls Cycle Centre, Godshill
sandyballscyclecentre.co.uk  
01425 657707
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Not to scale: This map is a representation of the New Forest National 
Park area and is not intended to be used as a sole means of navigation. 

Please consult relevant Ordnance Survey maps or visitor guides.

The New Forest National Park Authority, Forestry 
Commission and New Forest District Council 
have created a number of different ways for 
you to learn more about this special area...
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Come and explore 
Moors Valley 
Country Park

Over 300 events  
every year for  
all the family!
For more details visit:  
www.moors-valley.co.uk/events
www.moors-valley.co.uk
Or call: 01425 470721
Working in partnership with East Dorset 
District Council & The Forestry Commission

Local Information Points Pull out  
& keep

Local shops, businesses 
and tearooms throughout 
the New Forest with 
friendly staff and 
information points stocked 
with maps, leaflets 
and publications:

 Beaulieu New 
Forest Activities Booking 
Centre: 01590 612377

 Burley Burley Post 
Office: 01425 402258

 Brockenhurst Melt 
Ice Cream Parlour: 
07968 786560

 Landford Landford 
Village Stores: 
01794 390242

 Milford-on-Sea 
The Village News: 
01590 645595

 Minstead Minstead 
Village Shop: 023 8081 3134

 Sway Deli and Coffee 
Shop: 01590 683392

 Woodgreen 
Community Shop and 
Post Office: 01725 512467

Wee for free!
Look out for these signs in pubs, shops and other places across the New Forest that let 
you use their toilet facilities for free.
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 Information

 Local information

  Campsite

  Wildlife area

  Castle

  Toilets

   Accessible 
Toilets 

  Cafe

  Picnic area

  Play area

  Walking trails

  Barbeque

 Barbeque (need to book)

  Cycle network

  Fishing (by permit)

 Fishing

 National Park area

 Town/Village car parking    

 New Forest Tour* (see page 5)

 New Forest Tour*

 New Forest Tour*

 Beach Bus (see page 5)

Key to map

For a map of all Forestry Commission 
car parks, scan the QR code or visit:  
forestry.gov.uk/newforest

N

*  Subject to change, see www.thenewforesttour.info for confirmed route.

0 1 2 3 km

1 2 miles

 Picnics
There are plenty of opportunities to picnic in the 
beautiful surroundings of the New Forest. 

Whether you prefer al fresco dining under majestic 
trees at Blackwater or picnics on the open grassy 
lawns of Whitefield Moor, what you can expect are first 
class surroundings. Take care not to entice New Forest 
ponies and other animals. We have fenced picnic and 
BBQ areas at Anderwood and Wilverley Inclosure, 
which you can book in advance! All of these sites have 
toilets and parking facilities (see map and key).

  Perfect for  
paddling

Popular New Forest beaches at Calshot, Milford-
on-Sea and Barton-on-Sea are among the Marine 
Conservation Society’s recommended beaches 2015.

All three have a Solent Water Quality Award and 
are featured in the Good Beach Guide, which can 
be viewed online at goodbeachguide.co.uk. Only 
beaches which achieve the highest standard for clean 
bathing water are recommended in the guide.

The beach at Lepe Country Park in the New Forest, 
managed by Hampshire County Council, is also a 
recommended beach. Here you can also enjoy Ranger 
led activities and events throughout the year. Lepe 
boasts pine fringed cliffs and stunning views across 
the Solent and the Isle of Wight. Wildflower meadows 
and historic D-Day remains can be explored.

  Creature 
features

If you’re looking for wildlife in the New Forest, you’re 
sure to see something if you visit the New Forest 
Reptile Centre. Specially created enclosures allow 
you to safely study the reptiles and amphibians of 
the New Forest. There are also opportunities to see 
birds of prey up close on nest-cams through the 
‘A date with nature’ project (see back page). Open 
Easter until end of September, this site also includes a 
waymarked walking trail and woodland picnic area.

The Deer Viewing Platform at Bolderwood 
offers the chance to see these normally secretive 
animals in the wild. Mainly Fallow deer gather 
here to feed and they can often be seen at very 
close quarters during the summer months.

  Finding  
out more

There are lots of places to learn more about the New 
Forest. Why not start at the New Forest Centre in 
Lyndhurst. Here in the heart of the New Forest, you’ll 
find a staffed Visitor Information Centre, fascinating 
museum, gift shop and gallery newforestcentre.org.uk 

Or, perhaps you’d prefer to let the information come to 
you? The National Park Explorer mobile information 
unit pops up everywhere, especially in the summer 
months. It’s packed full of information, displays and 
games and a National Park Ranger who can answer 
your questions newforestnpa.gov.uk/visiting 

An information unit located at Bolderwood in 
the New Forest is staffed by Forestry Commission 
Rangers and Volunteers from 25 March until 4 
September, during the school holidays and at 
weekends. You can also drop in during October 
half-term to find maps, information, activities and 
even handle artefacts from the New Forest.

Seasonal 
Snaps
Do you enjoy taking photos in the New Forest?  
Then get involved in this year’s Seasonal 
Snaps photo competitions:

Find out how to enter and vote for 
your favourites at newforestnpa.
gov.uk/seasonalsnaps.
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New Forest
Cut out  
& keep

Follow us on:

What’s on?

For New Forest 
Centre-led events, 
please book using 

details included 
with listings.

For Forestry 
Commission events, 

please book using 
details included with 

listings or visit  
www.forestry.gov.

uk/newforestevents

For National Park 
Authority events, 

please book using 
details included 

with listings or visit 
newforestnpa.gov.

uk/events

MARCH

Stick Man Trail 
Fri 25 Mar-Sun 10 Apr, 11am-4pm
Bolderwood Information Unit 
SU242 086

Join Stick Man on his quest to 
the family tree! Pick up an activity 
pack from the Information Unit, 
follow the trail and complete fun 
activities along the way!

  £3 per activity pack. Suitable for 
all. Dogs welcome if kept on lead.  
No booking required. 
Enquiries: 0300 067 4601

Discovery Day:  
New Forest Wildlife: Birds
Tue 29 Mar, 10am-4pm
New Forest Centre, Lyndhurst 
SO43 7NY SU300 081

Explore your crafty side whilst 
learning more about the New 
Forest in our Discovery Day drop-in 
sessions. We are a Children’s 
University scheme Learning 
Destination and the Discovery Days 
count towards hours of learning.

  Booking not required. Small 
charge for material costs. 
Parking charges apply  
(free for blue badge holders).  
Enquiries: 023 8028 3444

Wild Wednesday
Wed 30 Mar, 10.30am-4pm
The Reptile Centre, Lyndhurst
SU271071

Enjoy a date with nature at the 
Reptile Centre, with fun activities 
for the whole family. Quiz trail and 
‘making’ activities for children. 
Come and see the ‘live’ bird on 
the nest and the reptiles and 
amphibians.

  Free event. Suitable for all.  
Dogs welcome if kept on a lead. 
No booking required.  
Enquiries: 0300 067 4601

Easter Egg Hunt 
Thur 31 Mar, 10.30am-3.30pm
Bolderwood SU242086

Take part in the Easter Trail at 
Bolderwood whilst learning about 
ground nesting birds and their 
chicks. If you manage to solve 
all the clues hidden by the Easter 
bunny you can claim a prize!  
(A chocolate egg per entrant 
subject to availability) 

  £1 per person. Suitable for all.  
Dogs welcome if kept on lead.  
No booking required.  
Enquiries: 0300 067 4601

Wild Play Day  
at the Beach
Thu 31 March, drop-in between  
10am-3pm Hurst Spit, Milford on 
Sea SZ293 913

Join us to discover fun ways to 
explore, play and get creative 
in the outdoors. Come and try 
crabbing, beach art, seashore 
scavenging and much more. 
‘Swap some screen time for wild 
time out in the New Forest.’ Wear 
some old, warm clothes. Wellies 
recommended!

  No booking required. Free event.  
Parking charges apply. 
Suitable for all (children must 
be accompanied by an adult). 
Enquiries: 01590 646600

Discovery Day: New Forest 
Wildlife: Bats

Thu 31 Mar, 10am-4pm
New Forest Centre, Lyndhurst 
SO43 7NY SU300 081

Explore your crafty side whilst 
learning more about the New 
Forest in our Discovery Day drop-in 
sessions. We are a Children’s 
University scheme Learning 
Destination and the Discovery Days 
count towards hours of learning.

  Booking not required. Small 
charge for material costs. 
Parking charges apply  
(free for blue badge holders).  
Enquiries: 023 8028 3444

APRIL

Walkies Workshop
Fri 1 Apr, 10am-12midday
Deerleap car park SU353094

Join in our dog-friendly activities 
including temptation alley and 
weave poles, all whilst learning 
some tips on being a forest 
friendly dog owner.

  Free event. Suitable for all. Dogs 
welcome.No booking required.  
Enquiries: 0300 067 4601

Discovery Day: New Forest 
Wildlife: Mammals
Tue 5 Apr, 10am-4pm
New Forest Centre, Lyndhurst 
SO43 7NY SU300 081

Explore your crafty side whilst 
learning more about the New 
Forest in our Discovery Day drop-
in sessions. We are a Children’s 
University scheme Learning 
Destination and the Discovery 
Days count towards hours of 
learning.

  Booking not required.Small 
charge for material costs. 
Parking charges apply (free  
for blue badge holders). 
Enquiries: 023 8028 3444

Wild Wednesday
Wed 6 Apr, 10.30am-4pm
The Reptile Centre, Lyndhurst                               
SU271071

See Wed 30 Mar for event details.
  Free event. Suitable for all.  
Dogs welcome if kept on a lead.  
No booking required.  
Enquiries: 0300 067 4601

Discovery Day: New Forest 
Wildlife: Insects
Thu 7 Apr, 10am-4pm
New Forest Centre, Lyndhurst 
SO43 7NY SU300 081

Explore your crafty side whilst 
learning more about the New 
Forest in our Discovery Day  
drop-in sessions. We are a 
Children’s University scheme 
Learning Destination and the 
Discovery Days count towards 
hours of learning.

  Booking not required. Small 
charge for material costs.  
Parking charges apply (free  
for blue badge holders).  
Enquiries: 023 8028 3444

Doggy Fun Day 
Sat 9 April, 10am-3pm
Lepe Country Park SZ457 986

Bring your canine friends along  
for a day that’s all about them!  
Try the agility course, test your  
dog in distraction alley or just 
show off your best friend in our  
fun dog show. 

  Bring a lead, plenty of water and 

poo bags! No booking required. 
£1 per show entry. Parking 
charges apply (free for blue 
badge holders). Suitable for all. 
Enquiries: 023 8089 9108

MAY 

Workshop: Top 10 Herbs 
for your Medicine 
Cupboard
Sat 7 May – Refreshments from 
10am, Workshop 10.30am-1pm
New Forest Centre, Lyndhurst 
SO43 7NY SU300 081

Join Medical Herbalist Rachel 
Heathcote (BSc Phytotherapy)  
on this plant medicine workshop.  
This hands-on talk and 
demonstration will teach  
you about essential herbs to  
keep at home for treating  
common ailments.

  Booking required. £30 per 
person. Parking charges apply 
(free for blue badge holders). 
Enquiries: 023 8028 3444

Exhibition:  
Curiouser & Curiouser
Sat 7 May-Sun 10 Jul, 10am-5pm, 
New Forest Centre, Lyndhurst 
SO43 7NY SU300 081

Learn about Alice in Wonderland’s 
Lyndhurst connection in this 
historical exhibition by local 
historian Angela Trend.  
This event is part of the New  
Forest Arts Festival.

  Free event. Parking charges apply 
(free for blue badge holders).
Enquiries: 023 8028 3444

Walkies Workshops  
Sat 14 May, 1-3pm, Bolderwood 
car park SU242086

See Fri 1 Apr for full event details
 Free event. Suitable for all. Dogs 

welcome. No booking required. 
Enquiries: 0300 067 4601

Stick Man Trail 
Sat 28 May-Sun 5 Jun,  
11am-4pm Bolderwood 
Information Unit SU242086

See Fri 25 Mar for full event details.
  £3 per activity pack. Suitable 
for all. Dogs welcome if kept on 
a lead. No booking required. 
Enquiries: 0300 067 4601

Discover Your National 
Park Day
Sun 29 May, 10am-4pm
New Forest Centre, Lyndhurst 
SO43 7NY SU300 081

A day of activities in and around 
the New Forest Centre and the 
historic Queen’s House for the 
whole family. Find out all about 
the New Forest ponies and make 
your own hobby pony! This is also 
a chance to see behind the scenes 
at the Museum (free entry). 

  No booking required.  
£2 donation for craft activity.  
Parking charges apply  
(free for blue badge holders).  
Enquiries: 023 8028 3444

Discovery Day: Royalty 
and the New Forest
Tue 31 May, 10am-4pm
New Forest Centre, Lyndhurst 
SO43 7NY SU300 081

Explore your crafty side whilst 
learning more about the New 

Forest in our Discovery Day  
drop-in sessions. We are a 
Children’s University scheme 
Learning Destination and the 
Discovery Days count towards 
hours of learning.

  Booking not required.Small 
charge for material costs.  
Parking charges apply (free  
for blue badge holders).  
Enquiries: 023 8028 3444

JUNE

National  
Volunteer  
Week Events

Explore the Woods
Wed 1 and Thur 2 Jun, 2pm-4pm 
Bolderwood car park SU242086

Join one of our amazing Volunteer 
Rangers to explore the woods. 
Bring Mum and Dad and come 
and be a wild child! 

  £5.50pp. 8 years +. Dogs welcome 
if kept on a lead. Booking 
required. Please book online  
forestry.gov.uk/newforestevents  
Enquiries: 0300 068 0400

A Walk Through Time
Wed 1 Jun, 10am-1pm
Appleslade car park. SU185093

Meet one of our experienced 
Volunteer Rangers on this four 
mile circular walk with wonderful 
views. The route encompasses 
signs of mankind’s influence on 
the landscape, via Stone Age, 
Bronze Age, Roman, Norman, 
and mediaeval periods through to 
World War Two. 

  £5.50pp. 8 years plus.  
Dogs welcome if kept on  
a lead. Booking required.  
Please book online  
forestry.gov.uk/newforestevents  
Enquiries: 0300 068 0400

Ramble with a Ranger
Sat 4 Jun, 9.30am–3pm
High Corner Inn car park                                            
SU196107

Explore the stunning Ashley Walk 
area of the forest with two of 
the FC’s Volunteer Ranger team. 
Discover more about the history of 
this unique landscape and how it 
is managed and protected. Join us 
after the walk for an optional visit 
to a local pub.

  £5.50pp. 12 years +. This  
event is not suitable for dogs.  
8 miles.Booking required.  
Please book online  
forestry.gov.uk/newforestevents  
Enquiries: 0300 068 0400

Wild Wednesdays 
Wed 1 Jun, 10.30am to 4pm
The Reptile Centre, Lyndhurst 
SU271071

See Wed 30 Mar for full  
event details.

  Free event. Suitable for all.  
Dogs welcome if kept on a lead.  
No booking required.  
Enquiries: 0300 067 4601

Lepe into Action
Wed 1 June, 10am-4pm
Lepe Country Park SZ457 986

The event is open to all and 
includes cycling, cricket, boules, 
orienteering and more. This is  
a joint event with Hampshire 
County Council.

  No booking required. Free event.

Parking charges apply (free for 
blue badge holders). Suitable for 
all. Enquiries: 023 8089 9108

Discovery Day: Royalty 
and the New Forest
Thu 2 June, 10am-4pm
New Forest Centre, Lyndhurst 
SO43 7NY SU300 081

Explore your crafty side whilst 
learning more about the New 
Forest in our Discovery Day  
drop-in sessions. We are a 
Children’s University scheme 
Learning Destination and the 
Discovery Days count towards 
hours of learning.

  Booking not required. Small 
charge for material costs.  
Parking charges apply (free  
for blue badge holders).  
Enquiries: 023 8028 3444

Doggy Fun in the Forest 
Fri 3 June, 1pm-3pm Wilverley 
Plain Car Park SU254 010

Bring your canine friends along  
for a day that’s all about them!  
Try the agility course, test your  
dog in distraction alley or just  
show off your best friend in our  
fun dog show. 

  Bring a lead, plenty of water and 
poo bags! No booking required. 
£1 per show entry. Suitable for all. 
Enquiries: 023 8089 9108

New Forest Arts  
Festival Events
Sat 11 - Sun 26 June

Join us in celebrating  
the New Forest’s 
landscape, culture  
and arts community.

  For the full programme of events 
across the New Forest and 
to find out more, please visit 
newforestnpa.go.uk/artsfestival

Workshop: Postcards from  
the New Forest
Sat 11 June, drop-in any time: 
adult session 10am-12.30pm; 
family session 1.30pm-4pm 
Brockenhurst Village Hall Craft 
Room SO42 7RY SU299 017

Create your own postcard of the 
New Forest. Take your inspiration 
from any aspect of the National 
Park – a landscape, the wildlife,  
or even a poem! Materials 
provided, or bring your own 
preferred media. 

  This event is part of the New 
Forest Arts Festival. No booking 
required. Free event.Suitable for 
all. Enquiries: 01590 646600

Walk & Talk to St Michael 
and All Angels Church
Tue 14 June, 2pm-4pm
New Forest Centre, Lyndhurst, 
Lyndhurst SO43 7NY SU300 081

Join local historian Angela Trend 
in a walk from the New Forest 
Centre to the nearby Victorian 
Treasure House – St Michael and 
All Angels Church. Discover stories 
of Topsy, Ned and Alice and many 
others who created the art and 
architecture in this Grade 1 Listed 
building. This event is part of the 
New Forest Arts Festival.

  Booking required. £6 non-
members, £4 members. Parking 
charges apply (free for blue badge 
holders). Enquiries: 023 8028 
3444

A Celebration of Frank 
Whittington: New Forest 
Toymaker
Sat 18 June, 2pm-5pm
New Forest Centre, Lyndhurst 
SO43 7NY SU300 081

A celebration of the New Forest’s 
own toymaker, with talks, film and 
displays. Why not bring along your 
own Frank Whittington toys and 
information. This event is part of 
the New Forest Arts Festival.

  Booking required. £6 non-
members, £4 members. Parking 
charges apply (free for blue badge 
holders).Enquiries: 023 8028 3444

Walkies Workshop
Mon 20 June, 11am-1pm
Longslade Bottom car park 
SU262005

See Fri 1 Apr for full event  
details Free event. Suitable for all.  
Dogs welcome. 

  No booking required.  
Enquiries: 0300 067 4601

Home Front Heritage 
Weekend
Sat 25 to Sun 26 June
Lepe Country Park SZ457 986

Celebrating the heritage of Lepe 
in partnership with the Parish of 
Fawley. Check displays or our 
website for events taking place 
nearer the time, or call the office 
for more info.

  No booking required. Free Event.
Parking charges apply (free for 
blue badge holders). Enquiries: 
023 8089 9108

JULY

Children’s Event:  
Alice’s Tea Party
Sat 2 Jul, 2pm-4pm
New Forest Centre, Lyndhurst 
SO43 7NY SU300 081

An afternoon of fun celebrating 
Lewis Carroll’s Alice in Wonderland 
with a Mad Hatter’s Tea Party. 
Why not come dressed as your 
favourite Alice character? See our 
website for details and prices.

  Parking charges apply  
(free for blue badge holders). 
Enquiries: 023 8028 3444

Walkies Workshop 
Fri 8 Jul, 10am-12midday
Wilverley car park SU 254 010 

See Fri 1 Apr for details.
  Free event. Suitable for all.  
Dogs welcome.  
No booking required.  
Enquiries: 0300 067 4601

Exhibition: New Forest 
Open Art Exhibition
Sat 16 Jul-Sat 3 Sep, 10am-5pm, 
New Forest Centre, Lyndhurst 
SO43 7NY SU300 081

Don’t miss our fourth Open 
Art Exhibition showcasing the 
best art from the New Forest. In 
partnership with the National 
Park Authority and sponsored by 
ExxonMobil. 

  Free event. Parking charges apply 
(free for blue badge holders). 
Enquiries: 023 8028 3444

Discovery Day:  
New Forest Champions
Tue 26 & Thu 28 Jul, 10am-4pm
New Forest Centre, Lyndhurst 
SO43 7NY SU300 081

Explore your crafty side whilst 
learning more about the New 
Forest in our Discovery Day drop-in 
sessions. We are a Children’s 
University scheme Learning 
Destination and the Discovery Days 
count towards hours of learning.

  Booking not required. Small 
charge for material costs.  
Parking charges apply (free for 
blue badge holders).  
Enquiries: 023 8028 3444

Wild Wednesday
Wed 27 Jul, 10.30am-4pm
The Reptile Centre, Lyndhurst 
SU271071

See Wed 30 Mar for full  
event details.

  Free event. Suitable for all.  
Dogs welcome if kept on a lead.  
No booking required.  
Enquiries: 0300 067 4601

Stick Man Trail
Sat 30 July-Sun 4 Sept
Bolderwood Information Unit 
SU242086

See Fri 25 Mar for details.
  £3 per activity pack. Suitable 
for all. Dogs welcome if kept on 
a lead. No booking required. 
Enquiries: 0300 067 4601

Rock Up and Explore 
Sun 31 Jul, 2pm-3.30pm 
Blackwater SU268047

Bring the family and join a 
Volunteer Ranger on a short 
guided walk and learn about  
the New Forest and what makes  
it so special.

  Free event. All ages welcome.  
Dogs welcome if kept on a lead. 
No booking required, but spaces 
filled on a first come first served 
basis. Enquiries: 0300 067 4601

AUGUST

Meet the Rangers- 
Wild about ponies 
Tues 2 Aug, 1pm-2.30pm 
Hatchet Pond SU369 016

Come and meet the Ranger- The 
Iconic New Forest ponies- Why 
are they here? Why are they 
important? Join us on this fun, free 
event to learn get answers to all 
your questions about the ponies.

  Free. Suitable for all. Dogs 
welcome if kept on a lead.  
No booking required.  
Enquiries: 0300 067 4601

Wild Wednesday
Wed 3 Aug, 10.30am-4pm
The Reptile Centre, Lyndhurst 
SU271071

See Wed 30 Mar for details.
  Free. Suitable for all. Dogs 
welcome if kept on a lead.  
No booking required.  
Enquiries: 0300 067 4601

Discovery Day: New Forest 
Tradition: Commoning
Tue 2 & Thu 4 Aug, 10am-4pm
New Forest Centre, Lyndhurst 
SO43 7NY SU300 081

Explore your crafty side whilst 
learning more about the New 
Forest in our Discovery Day drop-in 
sessions. We are a Children’s 
University scheme Learning 
Destination and the Discovery Days 
count towards hours of learning.

  Booking not required. Small 
charge for material costs. Parking 
charges apply (free for blue badge 
holders). Enquiries: 023 8028 3444

Fun in the Forest
Thu 4 Aug, drop-in between 
10am-3pm Wilverley Inclosure 
Car Park, Brockenhurst (signed to 
Scout Camp) SU253 006

Catch up with the New Forest 
Rangers for a host of FREE activities 
such as bug hunts, scavenger 
hunts, colouring and crafts.  
Wear old clothes and be ready  
for Forest funtime!

  No booking required. Free Event.
Suitable for all (children must be 
accompanied by an adult).  
Enquiries: 01590 646600

Rock Up and Explore 
Sun 7 Aug, 2pm-3.30pm 
Bolderwood car park SU242086

See Sun 31 Jul for full event details.
  Free event. Suitable for all.  
Dogs welcome if kept on a lead. 
No booking required, but spaces 

filled on a first come first served 
basis. Enquiries: 0300 067 4601

Discovery Day: New 
Forest Wildlife: 
Nocturnal Animals
Tue 9 Aug, 10am-4pm New 
Forest Centre, Lyndhurst SO43 
7NY SU300 081

Explore your crafty side whilst 
learning more about the New 
Forest in our Discovery Day drop-in 
sessions. We are a Children’s 
University scheme Learning 
Destination and the Discovery Days 
count towards hours of learning.

  Booking not required. Small 
charge for material costs. Parking 
charges apply (free for blue badge 
holders). Enquiries: 023 8028 3444

Meet the Rangers - 
Wildlife Discovery
Tues 9 Aug, 1pm-2.30pm
Bolderwood car park SU242086

Learn about the wonderful wildlife 
of the New Forest and how the 
Forestry Commission helps to 
manage the landscape that  
they live in. 

  Free event. Suitable for all.  
Dogs welcome if kept on a lead.  
No booking required.  
Enquiries: 0300 067 4601

Marine Wonders
Tue 9 & Wed 10 Aug, 10am-4pm
Lepe Country Park SZ457986

Come to Lepe for two days of 
marine themed fun: the ever 
popular seashore safaris, arts  
and crafts, storytelling and  
much more… Sustainable fishy 
fare for sale in the café  
throughout this event. 

  Free event, donations for craft 
activities welcomed. No booking 
required. Parking charges apply 
(free for blue badge holders). 
Suitable for all. Enquiries: 023 
8089 9108

Wild Wednesday 
Wed 10 Aug, 10.30am-4pm
The Reptile Centre, Lyndhurst  
SU271071

See Wed 30 Mar for full event 
details.

  Free. Suitable for all. Dogs 
welcome if kept on leads.  
No booking required. 
Enquiries: 0300 067 4601

Discovery Day:  
New Forest Animals
Thu 11 Aug, 10am-4pm
New Forest Centre, Lyndhurst 
SO43 7NY SU300 081

Explore your crafty side whilst 
learning more about the New 
Forest in our Discovery Day drop-in 
sessions. We are a Children’s 
University scheme Learning 
Destination and the Discovery Days 
count towards hours of learning.

  Booking not required. Small 
charge for material costs. Parking 
charges apply (free for blue badge 
holders). Enquiries: 023 8028 3444

Fun in the Forest
Thu 11 Aug, drop-in between 
10.30am-3pm Puttles Bridge Car 
Park, Brockenhurst SU271 029

Catch up with the New Forest 
Rangers for a host of FREE activities 
such as bug hunts, colouring and 
crafts. Wear old clothes and wellies 
and be ready for Forest funtime!

  No booking required. Free event.
Suitable for all (children must be 
accompanied by an adult).  
Enquiries: 01590 646600

Rock up and Explore 
Sun 14 Aug, 2pm-3.30pm
Blackwater SU268047

See Sun 31 Jul for full event details.
  Free event. Suitable for all.  
Dogs welcome if kept on a lead.  
No booking required, but spaces 
filled on first come first serve basis. 
Enquiries: 0300 067 4601

Meet 
the Rangers-  
Wild about Ponies
Tues 16 Aug, 1pm-2.30pm
Boltons Bench SU303081

See Tues 2 Aug for full event details. 
  Free event. Suitable for all.  
Dogs welcome if kept on a lead.  
No booking required.  
Enquiries: 0300 067 4601

Discovery Day:  
New Forest Artists
Tue 16 & Thu 18 Aug, 10am-4pm
New Forest Centre, Lyndhurst 
SO43 7NY SU300 081

Explore your crafty side whilst 
learning more about the New 
Forest in our Discovery Day drop-in 
sessions. We are a Children’s 
University scheme Learning 
Destination and the Discovery Days 
count towards hours of learning.

  Booking not required. Small 
charge for material costs. Parking 
charges apply (free for blue badge 
holders). Enquiries: 023 8028 
3444

Wild Wednesday 
Wed 17 Aug, 10.30am to 4pm
The Reptile Centre, Lyndhurst 
SU271071

See Wed 30 Mar for full  
event details.

  Free. Suitable for all. Dogs are 
welcome if kept on leads.No 
booking required. Enquiries: 0300 
067 4601

Summer Wild Play Day 
Thu 18 Aug, drop-in between 
10am-3pm Whitefield Moor Car 
Park, Brockenhurst SU275 027

Discover fun ways to explore, play 
and get creative in the outdoors, 
from your back garden to the 
New Forest woods, streams and 
heaths. Come and create some 
forest art, sail leaf boats, explore 
with scavenger hunts and much 
more… ‘Swap some screen time 
for wild time out in the New Forest.’ 
Wear old clothes and wellies!

  No booking required. Free event.
Suitable for all (children must be 
accompanied by an adult).  
Enquiries: 01590 646600

Rock up and Explore 
Sun 21 Aug, 2pm-3.30pm
Bolderwood SU242086

See Sun 31 Jul for full event details.
  Free event. Suitable for all. Dogs 
welcome if kept on a lead. No 
booking required, but spaces filled 
on a first come first served basis.
Enquiries: 0300 067 4601

Meet the Rangers –
Fascinating Forestry 
Tues 23 Aug, 1pm-2.30pm
Standing Hat Car Park SU314036

Come and meet the Ranger and 
find out about forestry. Do you ever 
wonder why we plant trees, how 
we cut them down and where the 
timber goes? Join us to go behind 
the scenes and discover modern 
forestry at its best! 

  Free event. Suitable for all.  
Dogs welcome if kept on a lead.  
No booking required.  
Enquiries: 0300 067 4601

Discovery Day: New Forest 
Trees and Flowers
Tue 23 & Thu 25 Aug, 10am-4pm
New Forest Centre, Lyndhurst 
SO43 7NY SU300 081

Explore your crafty side whilst 
learning more about the New 

Forest in our Discovery Day drop-in 
sessions. We are a Children’s 
University scheme Learning 
Destination and the Discovery Days 
count towards hours of learning.

  Booking not required.Small 
charge for material costs. 
Parking charges apply  
(free for blue badge holders). 
Enquiries: 023 8028 3444

Wild Wednesday 
Wed 24 Aug, 10.30am-4pm
The Reptile Centre, Lyndhurst 
SU271071

See Wed 30 Mar for full  
event details.

  Free. Suitable for all. Dogs 
welcome if kept on lead.  
No booking required.  
Enquiries: 0300 067 4601

Fun in the Forest
Thu 25 Aug, drop in between 
10.30am-3pm Linford Bottom  
Car Park, near Ringwood  
SU181 072

Catch up with the New Forest 
Rangers for a host of FREE activities 
such as bug hunts, colouring and 
crafts. Wear old clothes and wellies 
and be ready for Forest funtime!

  No booking required. Free event.
Suitable for all (children must 
beaccompanied by an adult). 
Enquiries: 01590 646600

Rock up and Explore 
Sun 28 Aug, 2pm-3.30pm
Blackwater SU268047

See Sun 31 Jul for details.
  Free event. Suitable for all.  
Dogs welcome if kept on a lead.  
No booking required, but spaces 
filled on a first come first served 
basis. Enquiries: 0300 067 4601

Discovery Day:  
My New Forest
Tue 30 Aug, 10am-4pm
New Forest Centre, Lyndhurst 
SO43 7NY SU300 081

Explore your crafty side whilst 
learning more about the New 
Forest in our Discovery Day drop-in 
sessions. We are a Children’s 
University scheme Learning 
Destination and the Discovery 
Days count towards hours  
of learning.

  Booking not required. 
Small charge for material costs.  
Parking charges apply (free  
for blue badge holders).  
Enquiries: 023 8028 3444

 
Wild Wednesday 
Wed 31 Aug, 10.30am-4pm
The Reptile Centre, Lyndhurst 
SU271071

See Wed 30 Mar for full  
event details.

  Free. Suitable for all. Dogs 
welcome if kept on leads.  
No booking required.  
Enquiries: 0300 067 4601

Wild Wednesdays!

Walkies Workshops

Wild about ponies, 16 August



Explore the Island’s great 
outdoors with fantastic cycling 
and walking trails, discover 
iconic landmarks and attractions 
or simply sit back and enjoy 
great local food and drink.

Start your visit with a Red Funnel 
ferry and cruise across the 
Solent from Southampton.

Alternatively travel on foot - 
catch the Hythe Ferry from the 
New Forest and connect with 
our Hi-Speed Red Jet service, 
perfect for a day trip from a  
New Forest base.

Discover your Isle of Wight 
today with Red Funnel.

redfunnel.co.uk 
0844 844 9988†

*If you make a vehicle ferry travel booking in 2016 using code NFGUIDE you will be entered into a quarterly prize draw to win back your ferry 
fare. Terms and conditions apply. See www.redfunnel.co.uk/winyourfare for full details. †Calls to this number cost 7 pence per minute plus your 
service provider’s access charge.

Escape with the  
Isle of Wight Specialist

WIN BACK YOUR FERRY FARE*
Book using promo code NFGUIDE for the chance to win back your ferry fare
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What’s on?

✁ Special offer!

*  Terms and conditions The code must be entered at the time of booking and cannot be used in conjunction with any other offers. The offer is valid for 10% off the price of cabins at Blackwood Forest only. Offer expires  
31/1/17, holidays to be taken by 31/12/2017. Forest Holidays reserve the right to withdraw or amend this code at any time.Discovery Pass holders are entitled to a 15% discount; please refer to your exclusive code  
communicated to you via e-newsletter.

For National Park 
Authority and New 

Forest Centre-led 
events, please 

book using details 
included with listings.

For Forestry 
Commission events, 

please book using 
details included with 

listings or visit  
www.forestry.gov.

uk/newforestevents

For National Park 
Authority events, 

please book using 
details included 

with listings or visit 
newforestnpa.gov.

uk/events

SEPTEMBER

Discovery Day:  
My New Forest
Thu 1 Sep, 10am-4pm
New Forest Centre, Lyndhurst 
SO43 7NY SU300 081

Explore your crafty side whilst 
learning more about the New 
Forest in our Discovery Day  
drop-in sessions. We are a 
Children’s University scheme 
Learning Destination and the 
Discovery Days count towards 
hours of learning.

  Booking not required. Small charge 
for material costs. Parking charges 
apply (free for blue badge holders). 
Enquiries: 023 8028 3444

Exhibition:  
Our Past, Our Future
Sat 10 Sep-Sun 13 Nov,  
10am-5pm, New Forest Centre, 
Lyndhurst SO43 7NY SU300 081

Explore how the Forest has 
changed over the centuries and 
the challenges the historic working 
landscape of the New Forest faces 
in the future. 

  Free event. Parking charges apply 
(free for blue badge holders).
Enquiries: 023 8028 3444

Evening Talk: Romsey 
Remount 
Wed 14 Sep-Refreshments from 
7pm, Talk 7.30pm-8.30pm, Q&A 
8.30pm-9pm New Forest Centre, 
Lyndhurst SO43 7NY SU300 081

Learn about the real life WWI  
war horses in this illustrated talk  
on the Remount training centre  
at Romsey.
    Booking required. £6 non-

members, £4 members. Parking 
charges apply (free for blue badge 
holders).Enquiries: 023 8028 3444

Lymington-Keyhaven 
Nature Reserve Open Day
Sun 18 Sept, 10.30am-4pm
Lymington-Pennington Nature 
Reserve, Normandy Lane  
SZ330 943

Come to Hampshire’s premier 
coastal reserve and enjoy the 
spectacle of birds as they stop 
off on their annual migrations. 
Stalls, crafts, guided walks, family 
activities, wildlife viewing and more. 
This is a joint event with Hampshire 
County Council and Hampshire & 
Isle of Wight Wildlife Trust.
   No booking required.  

Free event. Suitable for all.  
Enquiries: 01590 646600

OCTOBER

New Forest Walking 
Festival 2016, from  
15-30 October

Autumn through a lens
Sat 15 Oct, 10am- 3pm
Acres Down car park SU267098

A 5 mile walk led by one of the 
Forestry Commission Voluntary 
Rangers with time to photograph 
the beautiful Autumn colours of  
the New Forest.

  £5.50pp. 12 years +. This event  
is not suitable for dogs. Booking 
required. Please book online  
forestry.gov.uk/newforestevents. 
Enquiries: 0300 068 0400

A Walk on the Wild Side
Mon 17 Oct, 10am-2pm
Beaulieu Road Station 
SU350063

Join one of the Forestry 
Commission’s Volunteer Rangers 
on a 7 mile walk and learn more 
about the roles of the Verderers, 
Agisters and Keepers and the 
management of our four legged 
architects – the New Forest ponies

  £5.50pp. 12 years +. Dogs 
welcome if kept on a lead.  
50% discount for those arriving  
by train or bike. Bookings 
required. Please book online  
forestry.gov.uk/newforestevents 
Enquiries: 0300 068 0400

The New Forest- A 
Commoner’s View
Wed 19 Oct, 10am-1pm
Hatchet Pond SU369016

Enjoy a three hour guided walk 
with one of the FC’s Volunteer 
Rangers and learn about 
Commoning, habitats, deer,  
history and have a bit of fun  
with pooh sticks!

  £5.50pp. 12 years +. Dogs 
welcome. Booking required.  
Please book online  
forestry.gov.uk/newforestevents 
Enquiries: 0300 068 0400

Autumn Amble 
Sun 23 Oct, 9.30am-2pm
Eyeworth Pond SU228146

Spend the morning with two of 
the FC’s Volunteer Rangers on 
an autumnal walk as part of this 
year’s Walking Festival. Savour the 
colours, sights and sounds of the 
forest at this special time of the 
year. Join us after the event for an 
optional visit to a local forest pub.

  £5.50pp. 12 years plus.  
This event is not suitable for  
dogs. 6 miles. Booking required.  
Please book online  
forestry.gov.uk/newforestevents  
Enquiries: 0300 068 0400

A Walk on the Wild Side 
Thur 27 Oct, 10am-2pm 
Wilverley Plain car park 
SU253010

Join one of the Forestry 
Commission’s Volunteer Rangers 
on a 7 mile walk and learn more 
about the roles of the Verderers, 
Agisters and Keepers and the 
management of our four legged 
architects – the ponies

  £5.50pp. 12 years +. Dogs 
welcome if kept on a lead.
Bookings required.  
Please book online  
forestry.gov.uk/newforestevents 
Enquiries: 0300 068 0400

Talk: Our Past, Our Future
Wed 12 Oct-Refreshments from 
7pm, Talk 7.30pm-8.30pm, Q&A 
8.30pm-9pm New Forest Centre, 
Lyndhurst SO43 7NY SU300 081

See how the Forest has changed 
over the centuries and the 
challenges that the historic 
working landscape of the New 
Forest faces in the future.

  Booking required. £6 non-
members, £4 members. Parking 
charges apply (free for blue 
badge holders). Enquiries: 023 
8028 3444

Awesome Autumn 
Sat 22 Oct-Sun 30 Oct,  
10.30am-4pm Bolderwood  
car park SU24086

A whole week of activities for 
children, during  Autumn half  
term, at Bolderwood. Trails and 
‘makes’ and a chance to find out 
more about Autumn wildlife with 
the Rangers.

  Free event. Suitable for all.  
Dogs welcome if kept on leads. 
No booking required. Enquiries: 
0300 067 4601

Discovery Day: Autumn 
New Forest
Tue 25 & Thu 27 Oct, 10am-4pm
New Forest Centre, Lyndhurst 
SO43 7NY SU300 081

Explore your crafty side whilst 
learning more about the New 
Forest in our Discovery Day  
drop-in sessions. We are a 
Children’s University scheme 
Learning Destination and the 
Discovery Days count towards 
hours of learning.

  Booking not required. Small 
charge for material costs. Parking 
charges apply (free for blue 
badge holders). Enquiries: 023 
8028 3444

Autumn Wild Play Day 
Thu 27 Oct, drop-in between 
10am-3pm Bolderwood Car 
Park SU242 085

Join us to discover fun ways to 
explore, play and get creative 
in the outdoors, from your back 
garden to the New Forest woods, 
streams and heaths. Come and 
try den building, forest crafts and 
much more on our wild woodland 
trail. ‘Swap some screen time for 
wild time out in the New Forest.’ 
Wear old clothes and wellies!

  No booking required. Free event.
Suitable for all (children must 
be accompanied by an adult). 
Enquiries: 01590 646600

Workshop: Pumpkin 
Lantern Carving
Fri 28 & Sat 29 Oct, 10.15am-
11am & 11.45am-12.30pm
New Forest Centre, Lyndhurst 
SO43 7NY SU300 081

  Bookable sessions with pumpkins 
supplied. Booking required. 
£7 per pumpkin. 1.30pm-3pm 
Drop-in sessions where you can 
bring your own pumpkin. Booking 
not required. £5 per session. 
Parking charges apply (free for 
blue badge holders). Enquiries: 
023 8028 3444

New Forest  
Walking Festival
Sat 15 to Sun 30 Oct

Discover some of the New Forest’s 
best kept secrets as local experts 
lead you on walks through 
stunning scenery. Walkers of all 
ages and abilities can choose 
from dozens of history hikes, 
wildlife walks, family strolls and 
more. Visit newforestnpa.gov.uk/
walkingfestival for more  
information.

  Booking required. Prices vary. 
Suitable for all.  
Enquiries: 01590 646650  
walking@newforestnpa.gov.uk 

NOVEMBER

Exhibition: An Exhibition 
by Colin Merrin & Nicky 
Exell
19 Nov-9 Jan, 10am-5pm, last 
gallery entry 30 minutes before 
closing New Forest Centre, 
Lyndhurst SO43 7NY SU300 081

Two of our most popular artists 
return for a joint exhibition.  
Colin is an established oil painter, 
focussing mainly on landscapes, 
and this year he has turned his 
attention to the New Forest. Nicky 
is an accomplished fused glass 
artist, whose atmospheric use  
of coloured glass lends itself to  
the unique landscape of the  
New Forest. 

  Free event. Parking charges apply 
(free for blue badge holders).
Enquiries: 023 8028 3444

Workshop: Wreath 
Making with Liz Wyatt
Wed 30 Nov, 12.30pm-3pm & 
6.30pm-9pm New Forest Centre, 
Lyndhurst SO43 7NY SU300 081

Why not make your own fresh 
seasonal wreath or table 
decoration this year?  
All materials supplied but  
bring your own decorations  
for that personal touch.

  Booking required. £30 per 
person.Parking charges apply 
(free for blue badge holders). 
Enquiries: 023 8028 3444

DECEMBER 

Workshop: Children’s 
Christmas Crafts
Sat 3 Dec, 10.15am-11am & 
11.45am-12.30pm New Forest 
Centre, Lyndhurst SO43 7NY 
SU300 081

Have some festive fun with  
our Christmas ‘make and  
take craft’ sessions.

  Booking required. £5 per session.
Parking charges apply  
(free for blue badge holders).  
Enquiries: 023 8028 3444

Please note:
We do our best to make sure details 
are correct at the time of going to 
press. However, some events may 
get cancelled or changed so please 
check the websites or call to confirm 
if booking is required.

Moors Valley Country Park
Moors Valley is a 1000-acre Country Park and 
Forest offering something for everyone... 

Explore waymarked footpaths and cycle routes – you 
can hire a bike or bring your own.  For a more leisurely 
journey take a trip on the narrow-gauge steam train. 
Children will love the adventure play areas and the 
‘Play Trail’ with its huge wooden play structures. 

If you’d rather live life more adventurously why not try 
Go Ape, the UK’s number one Forest Adventure. Swing 
by Moors Valley Country Park and you’ll find three Go 
Ape adventures guaranteeing fun for everyone! So 
come on, get back in touch with your inner ape. 

Conquer the famous Tree Top 
Adventure, with over 1000 metres of 
exhilarating crossings, a 166 metre 
long zip wire and giant Tarzan 
swing. Release your little monkeys 
on Tree Top Junior (ideal for 6-12 
year olds) with awesome tree-to-tree crossings and an 
epic zip wire finale. No one loves adventure like kids!

Alternatively get off the beaten track and explore 
the forest on two wheels. Jump on board a Forest 
Segway – it’s a totally unique way to tackle the 
trails and enjoy the stunning surroundings.

Back at the Moors Valley Visitor Centre there are art 
exhibitions on display and you can enjoy a home-cooked 
meal at Seasons Restaurant. Disabled access and facilities 
are provided including wheelchair and mobility scooter hire.

Moors Valley is open all year round, with a full programme 
of events for adults and children. For more 
information visit moors-valley.co.uk

Enjoy the peace and quiet 
of the woods for longer 
with Camping in the Forest
Camping in the Forest 
offers a place where 
you can disconnect 
from everyday life 
and the stresses of a 
modern day living. 

The forest allows you 
to break free and 
reconnect with each 
other, with nature, but most importantly with yourself 
and with a simpler way of life - leading to a calmer 
state of mind and a true sense of peace. By allowing 
people the opportunity to pitch up in glorious natural 
surroundings, Camping in the Forest campsites offer a 
real chance to experience the forest at first hand.

All of their 16 campsites within the UK are set amongst idyllic 
woodlands on Forestry Commission land in National Park 
locations, including ten within the New Forest. So why not try 
one out this year. Find the right campsite for you by using the 
‘Decision Tree’ app online at campingintheforest.co.uk - you 
can book your holiday here too or by calling 024 7642 3008.

While you’re visiting the New Forest, why not make a visit to nearby  
Moors Valley Country Park or try out the tree-to-tree crossing at Go Ape!

Fun in the forest!

Special 10% discount 
off Blackwood Forest 
with Forest Holidays
Escape to a luxury self-catering 
woodland cabin, many with 
hot tubs, this year with Forest 
Holidays, hidden deep in a breath-
taking 500 acre beech forest on 
Forestry Commission land just 
30 miles from Alice Holt Forest. 

Blackwood Forest is the perfect 
getaway for families, couples, groups 
of friends and even your dog with 
our specific pet-friendly cabins. The 
cabins will delight you, whether you 
choose a decadent Golden Oak 
Hideaway for two designed with 
romance in mind, or a luxurious 
Golden Oak Treehouse which can 
accommodate up to ten people. 

Enter FORESTESSENTIALS to save 
10% at www.forestholidays.co.uk 

New Forest Walking Festival

Wreath Making, 30 November

Awesome Autumn, 22-30 October
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• Great days out
• 6 easy to follow routes
• Family friendly
• Superb detailed map
• Durable & waterproof 

For more info and  
to buy online visit  
www.cyclingguides.com

Make the most of your visit! 

New Forest Cycling Guide

Water & tear proof

Explore the forest by bike!

Rides in the heart of the National Park

New Forest
Cycling Guides

.com

Cycling Guide

Water & tear proof

ONLY £3.95 
At Lyndhurst Visitor Information 
Centre and many other outlets. 

Open Daily 13 FEB To 30 Oct 
10am to 5pm (closed at 4.30pm in Oct)

w w w . l o n g d o w n f a r m . c o . u k
For event details & much more click onto:

Get hands-on with
our full schedule of fun 
activities. Meet friendly 
farm animals. Plenty of 
indoor and outdoor play areas. 

Off A35 • Ashurst • New Forest
                               Tel. 023 8029 2837

Farm shop with local produce and gift shop.

20% off
Entry for New 

Forest Tour Bus 
passengers  

Enjoy 15% off
your food bill* in the
Forest’s finest pubs

*Terms & conditions apply. Quote 'Essential Guide' or show this advert Booking advisable

Lyndhurst Road, Ashurst SO40 7AA
www.newforestashurst.co.uk 023 8029 2721

New Forest

Pinkney Lane, Lyndhurst SO43 7FD
www.oakinnlyndhurst.co.uk 023 8028 2350

Oak Inn

Rockford Green, Ringwood BH24 3NA
www.alice-lisle-ringwood.co.uk 01425 474700

The Alice Lisle

22 High Street, Lyndhurst SO43 7BG
www.foxandhoundslyndhurst.co.uk 023 8028 2098

Fox and Hounds

Call 01202 483444
adventurewonderland.co.uk

opposite Bournemouth Airport

No.1 for Family Fun!

OVER 30 Dorset’s No.1 Award 
winning Family 
Theme Park

Rides and
Attractions!

Follow us:

in this 

style 

10/6

Open  all  
year round

Café and  
Gift Shop

Nature Trail

One acre of  
adventure  
playground  
fun!

www.newforestwildlifepark.co.uk
Visit our 

website

Two  
adventure  

playgrounds!

Tropical  Butterfly House open Easter to September

• 4 species of Otter • Lynx  
• 12 species of Owls • Deer  
• European Wolves • Bison  
• Wild Boar  • Wallaby  
• Foxes • Polecats 
• Scottish wildcat

023 8029 2408 Deerleap Lane, Near Ashurst,  
Southampton, SO40 4UH

Buckler’s Hard | New Forest | Hampshire | SO42 7XB
Open daily from 10am   Free Parking 

Tel 01590 616203   bucklershard.co.uk

Step back in time to the 18th century village
where ships for Nelson’s Navy were built

Maritime Museum & The Buckler’s Hard Story

18th Century Cottages • Woodland Trail • St Mary’s Chapel 

Tea Rooms • Cruise the Beaulieu River (seasonal)
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NATIONAL MOTOR MUSEUM
WORLD OF TOP GEAR

BEAULIEU ABBEY
PALACE HOUSE & GARDENS

PLUS, UNLIMITED MONORAIL & VETERAN BUS RIDES

NATIONAL MOTOR MUSEUM

01590 612345   Open daily from 10am
New Forest | Hampshire | SO42 7ZN   Free Parking

MUCH MORE THAN A MOTOR MUSEUM

NEW 
GALLERIES FOR 2016

Find out more: beaulieu.co.uk

0524 FC NFEG16 v1.indd   14 24/02/2016   17:21
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The New Forest is home to all six 
cold-blooded UK native reptile 
species and you can see them 
all at the Forestry Commission’s 
Reptile Centre, near Lyndhurst.

Walk around the ‘pods’ and 
see if you can spot the elusive 
adder, or the bright colours of 

the male sand lizard (pictured 
above). While you are there, find 
out more about our joint project 
with the New Forest National Park 
Authority, RSPB and Carnyx Wild 
and make a ‘date with nature’. 
Learn about Goshawks – the 
silent phantoms of the forest that 
were once hunted to extinction.

Watch exclusive footage from a 
nest-cam of the birds feeding 
and rearing their chicks and chat 
to our friendly volunteers to find 
out more about the day-to-day 
challenges that face these birds.

Find out more at  
forestry.gov.uk/newforest

Bruce Rothnie explains how 
we are protecting the New 
Forest for future generations.

Whether you’re a new or returning 
visitor, the New Forest’s landscape 
may appear untouched; a 
naturally wild place experiencing 
little change. But over the last 
five years we’ve been making 
improvements to the Forest’s 
natural habitat and helping to 
preserve its ancient way of life. 
This is thanks to a scheme which 
is funded by Natural England, 
worth £19m, which is held by 
the Verderers and managed 
by them in partnership with 
the Forestry Commission and 
the New Forest National Park 
Authority. The conservation 
work is preserving this beautiful 
landscape for future generations.

As part of our work managing 
woodlands, we’ve cleared 
overgrown areas of the New 
Forest, which would traditionally 
have been heathland or 
grassland. These habitats 
and ‘lost lawns’ are important 
for rare ground nesting 
birds, such as lapwing.

So far The New Forest Higher Level 
Stewardship (HLS) scheme has 
cleared more than 326 hectares, 
equivalent to 456 football pitches, 
and over six hectares of ‘lost 

lawns’ have been 
returned to their 
former glory, which 
has increased the 
grazing for animals.

In addition, invasive 
rhododendron 
bushes have 
been removed or 
reduced from just under half of 
the New Forest to ensure they 
don’t overrun native plant life. 

This sort of work is important 
not just to protect our beautiful 
woodlands, but also the rare 
and precious birds that live in 
them. Making sure that we are 
aware of what birds we have 
in the area means we can take 
appropriate steps to manage 
them. Funding from the scheme 
has enabled us to carry out bird 
surveys. The results showed that 
the New Forest is a stronghold 
for birds such as the Dartford 
warbler, nightjar, woodlark and 
nesting waders. The survey 
illustrated how important it is that 
the HLS scheme is continuing 
its work to improve habitats for 
these rare birds to make sure 
numbers are conserved.

Our team of experts that work 
for the HLS scheme have been 
making positive progress in 
tackling wetland restoration in 

the New 
Forest. Their work involves 
re-instating natural bends in 
streams to increase their length 
to slow the flow, infilling deep 
man-made drains, and reducing 
the erosion of boggy mires. So far, 
nine miles of drainage channels 
have been restored to natural 
streams, protecting the New 
Forest’s internationally-important 
wetlands for future generations.

The HLS scheme funds projects 
to increase the New Forest’s 
resilience in the face of modern 
day pressures. It is a rare 
opportunity to conserve these 
fragile habitats and support 
the commoning community, 
and help build resilience into 
long term management of 
this important landscape. 

Bruce Rothnie is the Deputy 
Surveyor at the Forestry 
Commission South District Offices. 
To find out more about the HLS 
scheme visit hlsnewforest.org.uk.

Laying  
low  
rare birds 
under your feet!
Many birds make 
their nests in trees 
and bushes in 
the New Forest. 
Yet the National Park is 
also home to some of the 
UK’s rarest birds that have 
evolved superb camouflage 
and distinctive behaviour 
to take their chances 
nesting on the ground.

With some of the largest 
areas of heath in Europe,  
the New Forest is particularly 
important for heathland 
birds such as nightjar 
(pictured above), woodlark 
and Dartford warbler. 
Much of the New Forest is 
a Special Protection Area 
because of these species. 

They thrive in wide open 
areas of short vegetation, 
scattered bushes and few 

trees. In summer heathland 
is a warm, dry habitat with 
an abundance of insects. 
A combination of grazing 
by animals, controlled 
burning, heather cutting and 
selective tree felling keeps 
the habitat in top condition. 

Quiet areas of heathland 
are also ideal for nesting 
waders such as the curlew 
and lapwing, especially 
where pools and marshy 
ground are nearby. 

To help these ground nesting 
birds thrive please limit 
disturbance from activities 
such as walking, horse 
riding and dog walking by 
keeping to the main tracks 
between March and July 
so the birds don’t desert 
their nests and leave eggs 
or chicks vulnerable to 
crows or other predators. 

With less than 100 breeding pairs in the New Forest, the wood warbler is even 
rarer than the heathland birds. It lives in the woods but nests on the ground 
and is vulnerable to jays, badgers, small mammals and dogs. ©Tony Davis

Conservation 
milestone

Nurturing 
Nature

A date with nature  
Reptile Centre

The New Forest Essential Guide is a Forestry Commission publication in partnership with the New Forest National Park 
Authority. We welcome comments about this publication and about issues affecting the New Forest. We can also produce 
this newspaper in Braille or as a talking book. Write to the editor at: The Editor, New Forest Essential Guide, Forestry 
Commission, The Queen’s House, Lyndhurst, Hampshire SO43 7NH.

Tel 0300 067 4601  Fax 023 8028 3929  Email: enquiries.southern@forestry.gsi.gov.uk

If you’d like to read more about the Forestry Commission’s work in the New Forest, check out our weekly  
Forest Diary column in the New Forest Post and Southern Daily Echo or go to: forestry.gov.uk/forestry/infd-88pjf5


